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them too, you have -been redeemed.   You are hence-
forth free as the mountain winds.    Why should we,
on this day of congratulation and joy, turn our view
upon the origin of African Slavery ?   Why should
we harrow up our minds by dwelling on the deceit,
the forcible fraud and treachery thatf have been so
long practised on your hospitable and unsuspecting
countrymen?   Why speak of fathers torn from the
bosom of their families, wives from the embraces of
their husbands, children from the protection of their
parents;   in fine, of  all the tender and endearing
relations of life dissolved and trampled under foot, by
the accursed traffic in human flesh?   Why should
we remember, in joy and exultation, the thousands
of our countrymen who are to-day, in this land of
gospel light, this boasted land of civil and religious
liberty, writhing under the lash and groaning beneath
the grinding weight of Slavery's chain ?   I ask, Al-
mighty God, are they who do such things thy chosen
and favorite people ?   But, away with such thoughts
as these; we will rejoice, though sobs interrupt the
songs of our rejoicing, and tears mingle in the cup we
pledge to Freedom; our harps though they have long
hung neglected upon the willows, shall this day be
strung full high to the notes of gladness.    On this
day, in one member at least of this mighty Eepublic,
the Slavery of our race has ceased forever!   No more
shall the insolent voice of a master be the main-springo
